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Manager of Parking and Paving Al Robinson, right, was honored Nov. 21 by Associate Executive 
Vice President Russ Wright at the kick-off luncheon for this year's Faculty/Staff Campaign for his 
work on the campaign since its beginning. More than 100 volunteers turned out for the kick-off, 
the largest group ever. The campaign this year has a goal of $325,000, with a special emphasis on 
EMU's first major campaign, the Campaign for Scholars. That campaign seeks to raise $12 million 
to build academic department endowments and ensure stable resources for academic programs. 
'Adopt-A-Family' For 
Holidays Is Planned 
The Office of Campus Life 
VISION Project again is sponsor­
ing an "Adopt-a-Family" program 
for the holidays in which EMU 
offices, departments and groups 
can be matched with a local needy . 
family to provide gifts and food to 
help make their holidays special. 
Office staff can request the 
type of family (number of 
children, single parent, etc.) and 
can deliver the gifts themselves or 
request that the Salvation Army 
do it. 
Once a family is selected, 
Campus Life provides informa­
tion on their ages, clothing sizes 
and interests. The sponsoring 
office or department makes 
purchases based on that informa­
tion. 
Campus Life also will present 
its annual "Sharing Tree," in 
which the names of children will 
be hung from a Christma tree in 
the Campus Life Lobby in 
McKenny Union and members of 
the campus community can select 
a child to buy holiday gifts for. 
The gifts should be unwrapped, 
valued at no more than $25 and 
should not be food items. The 
Salvation Army will wrap the 
gifts and distribute them. 
For more information on either 
program, call Kim Elliot at 7-3045 
or e-mail her. 
Dental Dependent 
Coverage Reminder 
EMU staff and faculty 
members with dependents 
between the ages of 19 and 25 
must notify the Benefits Office of 
their intention to continue their 
children on EMU's Delta Dental 
plan. The dependent must be an 
IRS dependent. 
For dental plan continuation, the 
employee must complete and 
return the Jetter received by the 
Benefits Office, which verifies 
dependency. The deadline for 
turning in the letter is Dec. 12, 
1994. Failure to follow the 
instructions will result in the loss 
of dependent coverage as of Dec. 
31, 1994. 
For more information, contact 
the Benefits Office at 7-3195. 
Rec/lM Pro Shop 
Plans Holiday Sale 
The Competitive Edge Pro 
Shop in the lobby of the Olds 
Student Recreation Center will 
hold a special holiday sale for 
faculty and staff Wednesday 
through Friday, Dec. 7-9. 
Faculty and staff who present 
their EMU IDs will receive 15 
percent of all regularly priced 
merchandise during those three 
days. All purchases also will 
come with complimentary gift 
boxes. 
Sale hours arc l O a.m. to 8 
p.m. Wednesday and Thurs·day 
and 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Friday. 
For more information, call 7-
4204. 
Ford Exhibit Looks At 
Clay Sculpture 
Ford Gallery is featuring an 
exhibit by Kathy Dambach, head of 
Henry Ford Community College's 
ceramics and sculpture department, 
and Susan Wink, head of Central 
Michigan University's ceramics 
dep.:irtment, now through Friday, 
Dec. 16. 
The exhibit, titled Sculpture and 
Clay/Clay and Sculpture, will 
feature glazed and unglazed, hand­
built ceramic organic forms by 
Dambach and a temporary installa-
tion made of earth, carrots and 
com, jn combination with studio 
created materials such as fired clay, 
titled "Shrine" by Wink. The 
artists were selected for the exhibit 
for their non-traditional use of clay, 
which often is associated with craft 
vessel tradition. 
Dambach's most-recent works 
are an evolution from an earlier 
series of works that concentrated 
on evocative hand-built organic 
structures. 
Wink's works use actual land, 
including temporary garden and 
environment installations. All of 
her works are created especially for 
a particular location. 
Gallery hours are Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. 
For more information, contact 
Martha Gelarden at 7-0465. 
Tuition Waivers Revised 
And Deadlines Set 
The Benefits Office has revised 
both the Employee Tuition Waiver 
and the Spouse/Dependent Tuition 
Waiver applications. 
These are now available in the 
Benefits Office, 301 King Hall. 
Please do not use old applications 
in the future. 
Winter Tuition Waivers must 
be turned into the Benefits Office 
no later than Friday. Jan. 20, 1995. 
Lessons and Carols 
Concert Is Dec. 11 
The Music Department will 
present two performances of its 
35th annual "Festival of Lessons 
and Carols" Sunday, Dec. 11, at 3 
and 7 p.m. in the Holy Trinity 
Chapel, 5 l l West Forest in 
Ypsilanti. 
Featured in this Christmas 
tradition will be the University 
Choir and Chamber Choir 
Interdisciplinary studies 
·discussions continue 
By Sean Elliot Martin 
The interdisciplinary studies 
discussion is continuing at Eastern 
Michigan University, most 
recently with two presentations for 
faculty. 
A workshop in October co­
sponsored by the Faculty Center­
for Instructional Excellence and 
the Task Force on Interdisciplinary 
Studies was titled "Grappling with 
lnterdisciplinarity." In mid­
November, Dr. Beth Casey, 
Director of General Education and 
Special Programs in the College of 
Arts and Sciences at Bowling 
Green State University, visited 
EMU to discuss her experience 
with interdisciplinary studies. 
"The resurgence of interdisci­
plinary studies which is occurring 
in all academic institutions is 
creating the need to transform both 
the culture and the mission of the 
whole university," Casey said. 
Much of the need for interdiscipli-
conducted by Leonard L. Riccinto. 
Also participating will be Univer­
sity Organist and Professor of 
Music Mary Ida Yost, the EMU 
Women's Chorus conducted by 
Ruthann Wagner, and Measure for 
Measure, a 60-voice.community­
based men's choral society also 
under the direction of Dr. Riccinto. 
. The Festival of Lessons and 
Carols is adapted from the 
Christmas Eve celebration of 
King's College Chapel in Cam­
bridge, England. It features 
readings of New Testament 
scriptures about the Christmas 
story framed by musical presenta­
tions. 
The Festival of Lessons and 
Carols is free and open to the 
public. 
For more information, call 7-
2255. 
Focus EMUTo Have 
3 Issues in December 
This is the first of three 
issues of Focus EMU that will 
be published in December. The 
others will be published 
Tuesday, Dec. 13 and 20. 
Following the Dec. 20 issue, 
the next issue of Focus EMU 
will be published Tuesday, Jan. 
10. 
Therefore, submissions 
regarding events occurring 
between Dec. 20 and Jan. IO 
should be submitted by 5 
p.m.Tuesday, Dec. 13, to be 
included in the Dec. 20 issue. 
Calendar submissions for 
January should be submitted no 
later than Friday, Dec. 9, to 
ensure inclusion in that month's 
University calendar of events. 
Send all submissions to: 
Focus EMU, 18 Welch Hall. 
Call 7-4400 with questions. 
''Pressing problems and 
situati<>ns of our tim,e 
most ofteh-requireJnter�?, 
discipli�ry resolutions:11 
nary programs arises, she added, 
from the need for practical 
solutions to real world problems 
that cannot be solved within the 
scope of a single discipline. 
"Pressing problems and 
situations of our time most often 
require interdisciplinary resolu­
tions," she said. 
The primary objective of the 
October workshop was to stimulate 
an open discussion about 
interdisciplinarity campus wide. 
As the title suggests, the discussion 
focused not on providing answers, 
but on raising questions about the 
newly formed Task Force on 
Interdisciplinary Studies and what 
its goals should be. 
Dr. Gregg Barak, head of the 
Department of Sociology, Anthro­
pology and Criminology, is chair of 
the task force. He led the October 
program along with guest speakers 
Dr. Margaret Crouch, professor of 
philosophy and director of the 
Women's Studies Program, and Dr. 
George Klein, director of the 
Academic Studies Abroad Program. 
Interdisciplinarity is defined as 
the synthesis of two or more 
disciplines, establishing a new level 
See Interdisciplinary, page 2 
'Brady Bunch' 
star to visit 
campus 
Dec.a 
The Brady Bunch's Marcia, 
Maureen McCormick, will talk 
about contraception in "Birth 
Control Matters" at EMU 
Thursday, Dec. 8, at 7 p.m. in 
Strong Auditorium. 
Sponsored by The Upjohn Co. 
in cooperation with EMU's 
Health Services and Women's 
Center and Planned Parenthood of 
Mid -Michigan, the program will 
look at all available birth control 
methods, the importance of 
preventing unplanned pregnancies 
and communication between 
partners and physicians. 
The "Birth Control Matters" 
program responds to two national 
surveys by The Upjohn Co.; one 
that recently questioned 818 
female and 813 male college 
students about their sexual" 
attitudes, behavior and contracep­
tive knowledge, and another 1993 
survey of 4,000 women, 18 to 50, 
who were questioned about their 
contraceptive knowledge. usage 
and satisfaction. 
The 1993 survey, that spurred 
the creation of "Birth Control 
See 'Brady', page 2 
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Matters," found that more than 90 
percent of women believed there 
was a need for more contraceptive 
education. 
The more recent survey found 
that two out of three American 
college students are sexually active 
and 46 percent of sexually active 
students reported having sex 
without birth control in the last 
year. 
McCormick, who played Marcia 
Brady in the 1970s television 
series, The Brady Bunch, has 
appeared in numerous television 
and feature films including The 
Idol Maker, Moonshine County 
Express and the television series, 
Herman's Head. Most recently, 
she appeared as Rizzo in the 
Broadway production of Grease 
and currently, is recording her first 
country music album. 
McCormick said she chose to 
get involved in The Upjohn Co. 
program, because she was shocked 
to learn of the 3.6 million U.S. 
women who experience unintended 
pregnancies each year. 
"What is even more alarming is 
that more than half of these 
unintended pregnancies are 
happening to women who are using 
birth control, but using it incor­
rectly or inconsistently. That is 
why programs such as 'Birth 
Control Matters' are critical in 
helping educate students," she said. 
While McCormick's celebrity 
status brings attention to the issue, 
the program also includes the 
expertise of Dr. Elizabeth Kennard, 
obstetrician and gynecologist, who 
was instrumental in developing the 
seminar. 
Kennard, who also is assistant 
professor in the Obstetrics and 
Gynecology Department at Ohio 
State University, has served as a 
reviewer for American Journal of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology and 
Fertility and Sterility. 
McCormick and Kennard's 
EMU appearance is one of two 
area visits that day - the other 
occurring at the University of 
Michigan Union Ballroom at 3:30 
p.m. 
The Upjohn Co., maker of 
Depo-Provera Contraceptive 
Injection that has been available in 
the United States since January 
I 993, is a worldwide, research­
based provider of human health 
care products, animal health 
products and specialty chemicals 
with headquarters in Kalamazoo. 
The program is free and open to 
the public. 
For more information contact 
Carol Tucker, health educator in 
EMU's Health Services, at 7-2226. 
Interdisciplinary, from page 1 
of discourse and integration of 
knowledge. It is a process for 
achieving an integrative 
synthesis that usually begins 
with a problem, question, topic 
or issue and can be a means of 
solving problems and answering 
questions that cannot be 
addressed as well using single 
methods and approaches. 
The quest for 
interdisciplinarity arises 
primarily from five demands: I) 
social demand; 2) student/faculty 
demand; 3) University opera­
tional and administrative 
demands; 4) vocational/ 
professional training needs; and 
5) scientific breakthroughs. 
Barak began with a brief 
overview of the history of 
interdisciplinary studies, and 
explained that the task force is 
an attempt to keep up with 
current academic development. 
"Over the last 20 years or so, 
interdisciplinary studies have 
moved from the radical fringe to 
the liberal mainstream. Al­
though interdisciplinary pro­
grams are of recent origin, they 
are numerous, geographically 
disbursed, and found in virtually 
every college and university," he 
said. 
The development of 
interdisciplinarity occurred in 
two phases, Barak explained, 
beginning in the '70s. First, 
there was the incorporation of 
required interdisciplinary 
programs into institution-wide 
general education, followed by 
the emergence of interdiscipli­
nary arts, humanities and liberal 
studies programs. In the late 
'80s and early '90s, there was a 
further escalation in the develop­
ment of interdisciplinary 
programs, especially in the areas 
of undergraduate and general 
education. Michigan State 
University, for example, has 
J,500 undergraduate students in 
interdisciplinary studies majors, 
Barak noted and several interdis­
ciplinary Ph.D. programs have 
emerged around the country. 
''All of these developments are 
underscored by the fact that, 
today, state boards of education 
and counsels of education tend to 
see distributed general education, 
interdisciplinary education and 
interdisciplinary approaches as 
the innovative norms," Barak 
said. 
He was quick to add, 
however, that the task force is not 
seeking to radically change the 
academic structure of the 
University. "What we are trying 
to do will have a marginal to 
insignificant impact on the 
structure of the University," he 
said. "What this team is trying to 
do is not radical or revolutionary; 
it's just trying to keep up with 
what has been going on. It's a 
matter of trying to keep up with 
the times, not set new trends." 
Crouch of the Women's 
Studies Program explained the 
interdisciplinary role that 
program already is playing and 
some of the issues that interdisci­
plinary programs bring forth. 
One area of contention with 
interdisciplinary courses, she 
said, can be "body count," which 
means that departments debate 
which department will get credit 
for the students in a co-taught 
course. 
Continuing Education's Klein 
recalled how he was one of the 
first teachers involved in a 
weekend college program at 
Wayne State University, now 
called the interdisciplinary 
studies program. "There were no 
theoretical underpinnings, we just 
taught," he said. "One of the 
things that we were trying to do 
was to make connections and see 
relationships." Though it did not 
bear the label at the time, that 
teaching philosophy is a major 
premise of interdisciplinary 
studies today. 
FOCUS EMU 
-Veteran White House reporter recalls 
30 years of covering U.S. presidents 
By Debra Cunningham 
After a historical day at the 
polls resulting in the Republicans 
taking a 52 seat gain in the U.S. 
House of Representatives and a 
nine seat gain in the Senate, White 
House Bureau Chief for United 
Press International Helen Thomas 
asked President Bill Clinton, 
"What are you going to do about 
the election now that you are 
basically a lame duck?" 
Direct questions like that have 
been the hallmark of the feisty 76-
year-old' s 30-year tenure as a 
White House reporter. Thomas 
spoke at EMU in Late November 
as part of the Office of Campus 
Life Spectrum Lecture Series. 
And while her question to 
President Clinton was pointed, the 
veteran reporter said she doesn't 
think he should be counted out for 
a second term yet. 
"Many things can happen in 
two years and Clinton has bounced 
back before," she said. "I never 
count anybody·out - I saw 
Truman come back after a defeat 
in '46." 
Still, Thomas said she and her 
colleagues in the press found the 
recent election results "astound­
ing. 
''We never expected both 
houses to go like that and very few 
people had predicted it," she said. 
"I think most people didn't think it 
was going to be that much of a 
debacle." 
Thomas said many Republicans 
on Capitol Hill now think Clinton 
"I always thought that making 
connections, seeing relationships 
was just part of good teaching or 
something that we strive for; l 
didn't know it was a theory," Klein 
added. "I didn't know that it was a 
new way to envision teaching. I 
enjoyed the opportunity to take 
students to the art museum, to the 
theater, and when we were lucky 
enough, to have a playwright come 
in and talk about a play, then go 
see the play. To me, this was just 
the way it ought to be." 
At EMU, Klein is involved in 
directing EMU's European 
Cultural History tour, a true 
interdisciplinary event. "We offer 
history, art, lit. and science in one 
program," he said. "We tried to 
organize the curricului:n in such a 
way that we were at least crossing 
some of these disciplinary 
boundaries, and maybe creating an 
original synthesis. Ultimately, the 
goal was to create some kind of 
integration. 
"Now I'm really aware of the 
importance of the theory and the 
research that has begun, and I also 
understand how difficult it is to 
embark on the task that we are 
engaged in," Klein continued. 
"Faculty need to be involved and 
they need to generate the ideas, 
especially since they're teaching 
the courses." 
Faculty will have more 
opportunities to become involved 
in the issue, Barak noted, as more 
and more outside funding is 
becoming available for research 
and projects by interdisciplinary 
teams rather than individuals 
acting within one discipline. 
The Task Force on Interdisci­
plinary Studies, in fact, will be 
sending out requests for proposals 
probably in March. The kind of 
things they'll be looking for fall 
into four areas: research, courses/ 
cmTiculum, instructional/ peda­
gogical study, and open/ develop­
mental. 
For �ore information, call 
Barak at 7-0012. 
EMU photo by Kevi11 Phillips 
is finished and see the '96 election 
as a chance to regain the White 
House. 
"There are about lO (Republi­
cans) who are going to throw their 
hats into the ring," she said. "I 
think the man that is so hungry he 
can really taste it is (Sen. Bob) 
Dole - he's hungry for it, this is 
his last hurrah, main chance." 
Thomas, who graduated from 
Wayne State University and holds 
an honorary doctorate from EMU, 
said she decided to be a journalist 
while still in high school. 
"I always wanted to be a 
newspaper woman," she said. "I 
saw my by-line in the high school 
paper and I was hooked for life. 
My ego swelled and I decided that 
was it. I've never regretted a 
moment of it." 
A pioneering woman in the 
field, Thomas said it took "blood, 
sweat and tears" to obtain her first 
job at the Washington, D.C. Daily 
News. 
"I got a job as a copy boy for 
$17.50 a week on the old Washing­
ton Daily News after pounding the 
pavement for about a year and I 
thought I had arrived - that was 
nirvana." she said. "I got my foot 
in the door and that was it." 
After a year at the Daily News 
she got a job with the UPI, was 
assigned to the White House shortly 
thereafter, an<l now is the reporter 
who asks either the first or second 
question at all presidential news 
conferences. 
"I went to UPI a year after the 
Washington Daily News," Thomas 
said. "I think I was very fortunate 
to be covering the. whole world. 
When you work for a wire service 
you are covering everything." 
Thomas still arrives at work at 
5:30 every morning in order to 
keep up with the constant evolving 
events in Washington. 
"I don't have to be there that 
early, but it's best to be there then," 
she said. "You can't begin to 
cover the White House without 
knowing what has been going on 
and in order to do that you have to 
buy a lot of newspapers, call the 
office, read the wires, and orient 
yourself to what's happening." 
Thomas, who waits roadside for 
President Clinton on his early 
morning jogs, said every president 
she's covered - eight in all -
hates the press. 
"Presidents don't like the press 
and why should they? Here we are 
breathing cjown their necks and 
watching them. We are a horror, in 
a way, and that applies to first 
ladies, too," she said. 
She adds, however, that she 
doesn't feel the least bit guilty 
while doing her job because a free 
press is so essential to democracy. 
"The media is indispensable in 
making a democracy work -
otherwise you would have the 
president ruling by edict," she said. 
"There is no way a Congress can 
get a president to testify or 
interrogate him unless one, he 
volunteers, or you subpoena him, 
but we (the media) question the 
president regularly and hold him 
accountable. 
'Tm not worried about my 
image and I'm not worried about 
(the media's) image at all," she 
added. "If they don't like it­
tough!" 
Thomas added that she thinks 
journalists should always try to do 
a better job. 
Thomas expressed concern 
about people confusing true 
journalists with today's plethora of 
talk-show hosts. 
"They don't have the same 
accountability, they don't have the 
same credibility and they can say 
anything they please because 
nobody's going to put their beaks 
to the fire," Thomas said. "If you 
See Thomas, page 4 
Ragan to direct $12 _million 
Campaign for Scholars 
Stephen C. Ragan, University - l Development officer for EMU's 
College of Arts and Sciences, 
recently was appointed director for 
EMU' s $12 million Campaign for 
Scholars. 
As campaign director, Ragan 
will oversee planning activities and 
the selection of volunteer leaders, 
solicit major gifts and provide 
coordination for campaign commu­
nications and day-to-day opera­
tions. He will report to Provost and 
Vice President of Academic Affairs 
Ronald Collins, who is chair of the 
campaign. 
The Campaign for Scholars, 
EMU's largest single fund-raising 
effort to date, will provide funding 
for endowed scholarships, distin­
guished University chairs, aca­
demic program and faculty/staff 
development, instructional equip­
ment and endowments for research, 
the University Library and Pease 
Auditorium, as well as added funds 
to support both facilities. 
"I cannot overestimate the 
ii:nportance of this campaign to the 
academy at Eastern Michigan 
University," Provost Collins said. 
"I predict each success, each major 
gift and every smaller contribution 
will build unparalleled enthusiasm 
as they ensure the future vitality of 
the University's academic mission. 
"Also, having observed Steve 
Ragan's success in increasing 
annual support to the College of 
Arts and Sciences from $138,000 
to more than $700,000 in two 
years, I am confident that he is the 
right person to direct this cam­
paign," Collins said. 
- -- - -
See Ragan, page 4 
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After much study, prof says UFO abduction� may be authentic 
By Kirk Carman 
After spending years investigat­
ing and researching UFO abduction 
cases, an EMU professor admits 
that he has run out of explanations 
for what they could be, if not 
authentic. 
"I certainly don't want to 
believe we're being taken away in 
the middle of the night," admits Dr. 
Ron Westrum, professor of 
sociology and interdisciplinary 
technology, who also is associate 
director of the Center for Scientific 
Anomalies Research and a 
consultant for the Mutual UFO 
Network. "I really wish abduction 
cases would go away because I've 
simply run out of explanations." 
In 1 992, Westrum was involved 
in a Roper Survey of nearly 6,000 
American adults which docu­
mented the types of symptoms or 
experiences typically identified 
with claims of UFO abduction. 
The survey reported I 19 people 
with four or fi�e of the "key 
indicator" symptoms, which equals 
approximately one out of every 50 
adult Americans having had a UFO 
abduction experience. The five 
"key indicator" experiences were: 
floating through the air; waking up 
paralyzed with a strange being by 
the bed; experiencing a major 
period of missing time; finding 
strange scars on one's body; and 
seeing unusual balls of light in a 
room. 
Westrum, who has been 
interested in UFOs since junior 
high school, was recruited in the 
1970s by the Mutual UFO Network 
to do UFO investigations. He 
completed investigations into the 
1 980s and has spent the last few 
years talking to UFO abductees and 
looking at and evaluating other 
people's UFO research. 
As a sociologist, Westrum has 
done a series of studies on what he 
calls the "hidden event" -
occurrences which, because of their 
anomalistic character, tend not to 
be discussed or reported to 
authorities. "The 'hidden event' 
includes UFOs, the lightning ball 
phenomenon, sea serpents, Big 
Foot, etc.," Westrum said. 
"With UFOs, there are a huge 
number of public sightings and 
quite a few by military people, but 
at the same time there is sufficient 
denial about them, which is the sort 
of sociology behind the 'hidden 
event.' The events are very illusive, 
appear to'embody some sort of 
superior human intelligence and are 
even more likely to be 'hidden' 
because they're disturbing to 
people who have had the experi­
ence. And they're certainly 
unwanted by the official organiza­
tion or information collector." 
Since the first UFO sightings in 
the late 1 940s, Westrum believes 
CFO abductions have evolved into 
a widespread phenomenon. 
"People still see the traditional 
kinds of UFOs except they are no 
longer considered 'big news.' 
Most of the attention is devoted to 
abductions, which typically begin 
when an individual is a young 
child. 
"In many cases, the mother 
(reports becoming) paralyzed and 
hearing her child screaming," 
Westrum explained. "When the 
mother is finally able to get up, she 
enters the child's room and hears 
the child's stories about the 'little 
people' who came to visit." 
According to Westrum, 
abductions typically are reported as 
occurring in a bedroom or a car. 
"We've also had many cases where 
there has been a solitary person on 
a deserted road at night. Typically, 
one or two people are taken but 
there also are cases where at least a 
half a dozen have been abducted. 
There is reason to believe that the 
abductees are being tracked 
somehow by UFOs. 
"During the abduction, people 
seem to be communicated with 
telepathically and the communica­
tions don't necessarily stop when 
the abduction does," he added. "At 
the fringes of the abduction 
phenomenon are all types of 
psychic phenomenon. It isn't clear 
to me that our ordinary ideas about 
time and space are really adequate 
to cope with the phenomena that 
we actually see." 
Westrum said abduction 
experiences can continue through­
out an individual's life. "Some 
people have an abduction experi­
ence once a week and others seem 
to have only one or two in a 
lifetime," he said. 
As shown in recent movies and 
books on abduction cases, medical 
experiments routinely are a part of 
the experience. "The experiments, 
which appear to be almost quasi­
medical, usually always involve 
the abductee's  genitals with either 
sperm or ovum being taken," 
Westrum said. 
"For women abductees, 
abduction experiences often 
include the presentation of babies, 
which are supposedly the result of 
their own reproductive activities. 
Quite a few number of women 
abductees have had what they 
thought were false pregnancies, 
where they will apparently become 
pregnant and the pregnancy is 
terminated without any fetus or 
abortion after two or three months. 
Essentially, the fetus is taken and 
the result is what the women are 
presented with on the spacecraft." 
Abductees also report that 
foreign objects are sometimes put 
into their bodies. Westrum said 
many abductees report having 
nosebleeds after such an experi­
ence. "Typically during the 
experience, the abductee feels as if 
something is being pushed into his 
or her nose," he said. "We think 
this may be similar to our way of 
tagging wildlife. These 'im­
plants,' as they're called in the 
trade, are also stuck behind the ear 
or in the back of the neck." 
The majority of abductees 
usually don't tell anyone about 
their abduction experiences until 
they find others who have had 
similar experiences. "The 
majority of abductees would just· 
as soon believe that the abduction 
had never taken place and are 
eager to be told that the event 
never even occurred," Westrum 
said. "The last thing abductees 
want you to do is to confirm their 
abduction experiences. 
"Abductees often lead miser­
able lives because they don't know 
when an abduction is going to 
happen again," he added. "People 
with' frequent abductions have 
more or less adjusted to the 
experiences. Those individuals 
who have endured an abduction 
once every few years often 
respond traumatically." 
Interestingly, Westrum added, 
many individuals who say they've 
been abducted by UFOs are 
otherwise ordinary, successful 
people. "The people who say they 
are abductees are more likely to be 
socially prominent and leaders, 
which, frankly, is a very difficult 
finding to explain," he said. 
While many UFO critics view 
abductees as merely attention­
seeking, fantasy-prone or even 
psychotic, Westrum says this 
usually isn't the case. " There 
have been numerous psychological 
tests of abductees, which have 
revealed that they are not particu­
iarly fantasy-prone. In addition, 
abductees have been tested by 
psychologists who didn't know 
what the diagnosis was and their 
assessment was that they were not 
psychotic. So, if abductees are not 
psychotic and are not fantasy­
prone and if the abductions occur 
in a group of people, how can we 
account for the content of their 
memories, unless we assume that 
the abduction experience actually 
occurred? 
"The problem with any 
personality explanation is that you 
have to cope with multiple person 
abduction cases," Westrum 
continued. "When two or three 
people are involved, the chance 
that they are all psychotic is very 
slim. Much more likely would be 
to assume that there is some sort 
Portions of the NAMES Project AIDS Memorial Quilt were shown last week in McKenny 
Union's Ballroom as part of AIDS Awareness Week. On Dec. 1, World AIDS Day, readers 
recited the names of all 28,000 people represented on the quilt's panels. Proceeds from 
showing the quilt go to AIDS service organizations around the country. 
EMU photo by Kevin Phillips 
"Because UFO abductions seem to be a fairly common occur­
rence, one might find at a party with say, 30 people, that at least 
one person is an abductee," said Dr. Ron Westrum, professor of 
sociology and interdisciplinary technology, who has studied 
UFOs since the 1970s and believes that as many as one in 50 
adult Americans could be an "abductee." 
of natural phenomenon, such as ball 
lightning, which could have a direct 
impact on the brain, causing all of 
the individuals to dream. But then 
you have a second problem, 
because why and how did all of the 
dreams agree?" 
As an example, Westrum cites a 
well-known abduction case 
involving four men on a camping 
trip in the mountains. "The men -
all experienced campers - were 
abducted from their canoes and 
gone for several hours. All of them, 
under professional hypnosis with 
very little suggestion on the part ·of 
the hypnotist, remembered experi­
ences that interlocked, in terms of 
what they remembered about the 
aliens. All of them were given lie 
detector tests and there's no reason 
to believe any of them are psy­
chotic. 
"It's very difficult to account for 
the simultaneous amnesia of four 
people with similar memory 
contents when the experience has 
not been rehearsed or discussed 
prior," Westrum said. "Here we 
have a scientific anomaly where the 
evidence seems to suggest some­
thing very different from the 
ordinary experience, and yet we 
have no real interest from most of 
the scientific community. The few 
members who have taken an interest 
in this, including Carl Sagan, have 
largely suggested that experiences 
like these are some type of 'mass 
hallucinatory activity."' 
West.rum dismisses Sagan's 
explanation, because it "does not 
correlate with the data - as in · 
many other cases of anomalies, we 
have some very puzzling observa­
tions with no reasonable explana­
tions for them." 
As illustrated by the 1 992 Roper 
Survey, claims of UFO abductions 
could be much more widespread 
than once thought. "Because UFO 
abductions seem to be a fairly 
common occurrence, one might find 
at a party with say, 30 people, that 
at least one person is an abductee," 
Westrum said. "Again, denial of 
the abduction by the abductee is a 
large part of the phenomenon and 
alters the percentages." 
With the possibility of another 
life form watching our civilization, 
one wonders what their motives 
could be. "The data suggests that 
UFOs do not want to be identi­
fied," Westrum said. "UFOs seem 
to be studying us, except that the 
size of the intervention suggests 
that their activities are not an 
experiment. What we're looking at 
is very large scale intervention and 
its purposes are very unclear. 
Many people who have analyzed 
UFOs think there seems to be some 
type of biological interbreeding 
going on." · 
Westrum believes that research 
into UFOs and UFO abductions 
should be a high priority for 
government research funding. 
"UFOs, because of their political 
implications, tend to be something 
that the government has very 
strong reasons not to talk about or 
spend money on. But even if the 
probability is low that UFOs are 
real, the ramifications and implica­
tions of UFOs are so important that 
it dwarfs everything else. We need 
to investigate, write up findings 
and try to persuade people," he 
said. 
Westrum admits, however, that 
the ideal way to persuade people 
that UFOs should be looked at 
more closely would be to prove 
they exist. "An ideal event would 
be a reoccurrence similar to that of 
the crash of a UFO 50 years ago in 
Roswell, New Mexico. (Federal 
investigators concluded that the 
'Roswell Incident' was the crash 
site of a new type of weather 
balloon, but it has long been 
disputed by UFO buffs.) 
'"UFO-logists' would love to 
have an accident occur in public, 
because with electronic journalism, 
there would be a slim chance of a 
cover-up," Westrum said. 
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Ragan, from page 2 
In addition, Executive Vice 
President and President of the 
EMU Foundation Roy Wilbanks 
said a successful Campaign for 
Scholars is key to bringing the 
University within reach of the 
Foundation's goal to increase the 
University's endowment to $30 
million by 1999. 
"Having completed three full 
years of operation and surpassing 
its goals in each of those year�. the 
EMU Foundation is securely 
positioned to support this most 
ambitious fund-raising effort," 
Wilbanks said. "Already, we have 
achieved 40 percent of our 
endowment ·goal and completion of 
this effort will bring us within 
Focus EMU is published weekly from 
September lo Aptll and b(weekly from May to 
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relative inches of the $30 million 
that seemed miles from our reach 
when the Foundation first took 
shape," he added. 
Ragan, who also is chairman of 
the Schoolcraft College Board of 
Trustees, has worked in EMU's 
Development Office since 1 992. 
He recently was named to the 
Thomas, from page 2 
write for the front page of a 
newspaper, boy you had better be 
able to defend it, back it up, 
because you have to have total 
credibility or you're going to be 
sued. Having your report card on 
the front page everyday, that's the 
way we play this game." 
Covering the president is no 
easy task, Thomas noted, because 
they tend to be extremely secretive, 
even with the press following their 
every move. 
"Presidential candidates always 
campaign that they're going to 
have an open administration, 
they're going to tell you every­
thing, credibility, blah, blah, blah," 
she said. "Then they go into the 
White House, the iron curtain 
comes down and information 
becomes golden and it becomes 
their private reserve. It's very 
difficult to get information and 
people will never know (how 
difficult it really is)." 
Thomas admitted there have 
been rare occasions when she felt 
intimidated and didn't want to ask a 
particular president a tough 
question that she knew she had to 
ask. 
"At the height of the Watergate 
scand.al, I became the bureau chief 
FOCUS EMU 
Crain 's Detroit Business annual 
Forty Under Forty list which 
recognizes 40 exceptional business 
and civic leaders Who are less than 
40 years old. 
The campaign directorship is a 
temporary position, lasting the 
duration of the Campaign for 
Scholars. 
for UPI at the White House and 
President Nixon started his news 
conference by calling attention to 
that, which was very flattering. I 
had this tough question on 
Watergate - a certain tape - and 
I was in a real dilemma because I 
didn't want to seem disrespectful. 
President Nixon had been very nice 
to me, on the other hand, my peers 
were out there and they thought 
flattery will get you everywhere 
and you will pull in your punches. 
I asked the question; I felt bad 
about it, but I knew I had to do it. 
It's a question of your integrity. 
I'm sure he thought I was a bit 
ingrate, but it was the way it had to 
go. You have to do your job and 
you have to do it as straight as 
possible." 
After covering eight presidents, 
the Watergate scandal, John F. 
Kennedy's assassination and the 
first landing on the moon, Thomas 
said she wouldn't trade her job for 
any other. 
"I have never had one moment 
of regret," Thomas said. "I hit it 
right for my own life and I think 
everybody should have that. I wish 
that for everyone." 
·, 
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L0PENINGS ...... - ----
To be considered for vacant positions. all Promotional Openings Application Forms MUST BE SUBMITIED directly to the Employment/Affirmative Action Office and received no later than 5 p.m. on the expiration date. NOTE: LATE OR INCOM­PLETE FORMS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 
The Employment/Affirmative Action Office announces the following vacancies. The expiration date for applying for these positions is Monday, Dec. 12, 1994. Detailed job descriptions may be reviewed in Room 310 King Hall. Posting boards across campus also highlight necessary and desired qualifications. Locations of these boards are main traffic areas in: King Hall, McKenny Union, Roosevelt Hall, Business and Finance Building, Sill Hall, Pray-Harrold, Rec/fM Building, Physical Plant, Mark Jefferson, Hoyt Meeting Center, Dining Commons I, University Library, Pierce and the Owen Building. 
Vacancy information also may be obtained by calling our 24-hour Jobs Line at 487-0016. Employment/Affirmative Action office hours are Monday- Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
EXTERNAL APPLICANTS MAY SUBMIT AN INITIAL APPLICATION TO OUR CS AND/OR FM POOL. ONLY INTERNAL APPLICANTS MAY BID ON A SPECIFIC POSITION. 
FOOD SERVICE/MAINTENANCE (Minimum hourly rate)* 
FMBF95 19 - FM-23 - $12.15 - Stationary Engineer, Heating Plant. Shift as assigned. 
CLERICAUSECRETARIAL (Minimum bi-weekly salary) 
CSAA9530 - CS-03 -$623.94 -Clerk, CT A, 50%. Hours: M-F, 7:30-9:30 a.m. and 4-6 p.m. Familiarity with Bookkeepiog practices and Excel, and strong interpersonal communication skills desirable. 
CSBF95 IO - CS-03 - $623.94 -Postal Clerk, Mail Services. Hours: M-F, 7:30a.m.-4 p.m. Repost 
CSEX95 IO - CS-05 - $782.82 - Account Specialist, Development Records. 
PROFESSIONAUfECHNICAL (Minimum bi-weekly salary) 
PTSA95 I O  - PT-05 - $760.36 - Supervisor, Dining and Food Service. Hours: Tues.­Sat., 4 p.m.- 1 a.m. 
PTEX95 16- PT-06 - $857.22 - Programmer I, Development Records. Hours vary depending on system needs. 
PTSA95 I 5 - PT-08 - $ l ,  123.85 - Program Coordinator, Math/Computer Instructor. UAW Ford Acad. Grant duration until 2/28/95 (renewable). Master's degree in mathematics, adult education, or a related discipline; three years of related work experience; teacher certification; and the ability to instruct all levels of mathematics/ computers desirable. 
*The pay rates stated above reflect the probationary rate for a newly hired EMU employee. Current bargaining unit members will be paid according to pay rates specified by the current AFSCME contract. 
An Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer 
·:� 3 
Dec. 6 - 1�  .1 
Tuesday 6 
MEETING - The Faculty Affairs Committee of the EMU Board of Regents will meet. 201 
Welch Hall, 8 a.m. 
MEETING - The Faculty Council will meet. Tower Room, McKenny Union, 3 p.m. 
MEETING - The Student Affairs Committee of the EMU Board of Regents will meet. 205 
Welch Hall, 8 a.m. 
MEETING -The Educational Policies Committee of the EMU Board of Regents will meet. 
205 Welch Hall, 9:30 a.m. 
MEETING - The Finance Committee of the EMU Board of Regents will meet. 20 I Welch 
Hall, 1 1  a.m. 
WORKSHOP - The Older and Wiser group will hold its last meeting of the semester. Call 
487-111� for more information. Gallery II, McKenny Union, noon 
MEETING - The executive board of UAW Local 1976 will meet. Gallery I, McKenny 
Union, 12:10 p.m. 
MEETING - The EMU Board of Regents will meet. 201 Welch Hall, I :30 p.m. 
WORKSHOP - The FCIE will present Bill Cline teaching "Introduction to Spanish 
Reading" as part of its featured faculty series. Call 7-1386 for more information. 104 
Library 2 p.m. (class observation; 104 Library, 3: 1 5  p.m. (discussion) 
WORKSHOP - Career Services will present a resume writing workshop for teacher 
candidates. Call 7-0400 to register. 405 Goodison Hall, 5: 15  p.m. 
BASKETBALL - The women's team will host the University of Michigan. Call 7-03 17 for 
more information. Bowen Field House, 7:30 p.m. 
CONCERT - The Music Department will present the EMU Collegium concert with Ruthann 
Wagner conducting. Call 7-2255 for more information. Holy Trinity Chapel, 5 1 1  W. 
Forest, 8 p.m. 
Wednesday 7 
WORKSHOP -The Staff Training and Development Office will present a workshop titled 
"Writing Made Easy." Call 7 -4249 for more information. Gallery II, McKenny Union, 9 
a.m. 
WORKSHOP - The FCIE will present "Gender Issues in Math and Science" featuring 
Kathleen Beauvais and Pat Pokay of the Teacher Education Department. Call 7-1386 for 
more information. Starkweather Hall, noon 
MEETING - The executive board of UAW Local 1976 will meet. Gallery I .  McKenny 
Union, 12: 1 0  p.m. 
WORKSHOP - Career Services will present a resume writing workshop for non-education 
majors. Call 7-0400 to register. 405 Goodison Hall, I p.m. 
WORKSHOP - Career Services will present a job search/interviewing skills workshop for 
non-education majors
..,. 
Call 7-0400 lO register. 405 Goodison Hall, 2 p.m. 
WORKSHOP - The FCIE will present "Field Experiences as Vehicles for Integration, 
Application and Assessment of Student Learning." Call 7-1386 for more information. 
Alumni Room, McKenily Union, 2:30 p.m. 
WORKSHOP - Career Services will present a job search/interviewing skills workshop for 
education majors. Call 7-0400 to register. 405 Goodison Hall, 5: 15 p.m. 
MOVIE - Showcase EMU will present "Natural Born Killers." Admission is $ 1 .  Call 7-1470 
for more information. Roosevelt Auditorium, 9 p.m. 
Thursday 8 
WORKSHOP - The Staff Training and Development Office will present a workshop on 
"EMU's Financial Records System." Call 7-4249 for more information. Tower Room, 
McKenny Union, 9 a.m. 
HOLIDAY BUFFET - McKenny Union/University Conferences and Dining Services will 
host four seatings of their annual holiday buffet. Tickets are $7.75 ($6.75 for students). Call 
7-4108 for more information. Ballroom, McKenny Union, 11:30 a.m., noon, 12:30 and I p.m. 
CONCERT - The Music Department will present the EMU Jazz and Percussion Ensemble 
concert under the direction of David Woike and Whitney Prince. Call 7-2255 for more 
information and event location, 8 p.m. 
Friday 9 
OPEN HOUSE - EMU Continuing Education will host a holiday open house. Depot Town 
Center, 32 E. Cross St., Ypsilanti, 2 · 6 p.m. 
ENTERTAINMENT - The EMU Underground Nightclub will present a holiday celebration. 
For more information, call 7-3045. Eastern Eateries, 9 p.m. 
Saturday 10 
BASKETBALL - The women's team will host Michigan State University. Call 7-0317 for 
more information. Bowen Field House, 2 p.m. 
DINNER THEATER - EMU Continuing Education will host two dinner theater presentations 
of 0. Henry's "The Gifts of the Magi." Tickets are $24. Call 7-0407 for more information. 
Cady's Grill, Depot Town, Ypsilanti, 5 and 7 p.m., dinner; EMU Depot Town Center, 32 E. 
Cross St., 6:30 anc;l 8:30 p.m., theater. 
BASKETBALL - The men's team will host the University of Wisconsin. Call 7-03 1 7  for 
'TIOre information. Bowen Field House, 7:30 p.m. 
YIOVIE - Showcase EMU will present "Natural Born Killers." Admission is $1. Call 7-1470 
for more information. Roosevelt Auditorium, 9 p.m. 
Sunday 11  
CONCERT - The Music Department· s annual holiday presentation "Festival of Lessons and Carols" will be presented, featuring the University Choir and Chamber Choir under the 
direction of Leonard Riccinto. Call 7-2255 for more information. Holy Trinity Chapel, 5 1 1  
W. Forest, 3 and 7 p.m. 
Monday 12 
WORKSHOP - The Staff Training and Development office will present a workshop on 
''Creating a Procedures Manual." Call 7-4249 for more information. Tower Room, McKenny 
Union, 8:30 a.m. 
